Rheumatoid factor isotypes in mixed connective tissue disease.
Mixed connective tissue disease (MCTD) is a connective tissue disorder that is often accompanied by various immunological abnormalities. In this study, we analyzed serum levels of rheumatoid factor (RF) isotypes in patients with MCTD and in normal controls to determine if any of these isotypes reflects the severity of the disease. IgM-RF, IgG-RF, and IgA-RF were positive in 48, 38, and 33% of the patients, respectively. The frequency of positive anti-SS-A antibody and decrease in white blood cell counts were significantly greater in patients with elevated IgA-RF levels than that in those with normal levels. These results suggest that the presence of RF isotypes can be regarded as one of the various immunological abnormalities of MCTD.